The relative perceptual distinctiveness of initial and final consonants in CVC syllables.
Among the world's languages, syllable inventories allowing only initial consonants predominate over those allowing both initial and final consonants. Final consonants may be disfavored because they are less easy to identify and/or more difficult to produce than initial consonants. In this study, two perceptual confusion experiments were conducted in which subjects identified naturally produced consonant-vowel-consonant syllables in different frame sentences. Results indicated that initial consonants were significantly more identifiable than final consonants across all conditions. Acoustic analyses of the test syllables indicated that the relative identifiability of initial and final consonants might be explained in terms of production differences as indicated by the greater acoustic distinctiveness of initial consonants.